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Options for Testing

* Big Picture: How Daes It All Connect?

Keystone Exams: The 33% Option

Keystone Exams: The Stand-Alone Option

Local Assessments: Independently Validated

sNational Assessments: Advanced Placement/International
Baccalaureate
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Big Picture: How Does It All Connect?

- Two-thirds of oll new Jabs created in the United Stotes require
i at [eost some postsecondary education

It'scritical that we prepare all students to graduate high school with the potential
1o continue thelr studies and grow thelr skills.

New Gradustion Requlrements and Assessments:

sDesizned o help all students, beginning with the dass of 2015, damonstrate
proficizncyin state academlc standards

sComplement the standards that gulde Pennsylvania’s high schools’ education
systems: Pennsylvania Standards and the Commeon Core State Standards

+Grounded in Pennsyhvania’s comprehensive appreachto sup{.\oning student
achlevement using the Standards Aligned System (5AS) porta
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Graduation Requirements
School districtgraduation policies must at Jzast Include:
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Graduation Policy Phases

O ST S e L O]  PHASE TWO: Students graduating in
2015 and 2016 must demonstrate 2017 and beyond must demonstrate
proficlency in: proficiency In:

Englsh Compasition +  Both English Compasition and
Literature

+  Twoof three Mathematics (Algebral,
Algebra i, or Geometry)

+  Oneof two Sciences [Biology or
Chemistry)

+  Oneof three Social Studies (American
History, Civics and Government or
World History)

Literature

Algebral
Biology
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Alignment to Standards

+ Keystone Exams align with Pennsylvania’s Standards Aligned System (SAS) and
the Commaon Core State Standards

v TheKeystone Examsare simply a new assessmant toal for Pennsylsania
school districts

+ Test questions for the Keystone Exams In English and Math will be gulded by
Eligibla Cantent on the Standards Aligned System website (www.pdesas.org)
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What’s Happening When:
Spring 2011

Field Testing:
*+  Field testing of Alzebra Il, Geometry, and English Composition Keystone Exams

Operational Administration:
*  Operationaladministration of Algebra |, Biology, and Literature begins
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What's Happening When:
Spring 2011

Operational and Field Test Exam Schedule
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y What's Happening When:
Five-Year Implementation Plan

Course [ FleldTest || Available For All Schools
Mgkl Balogy, Fal 2010 Sprieg 011
Alybratll, Ge " b " -
ErbohComp Spriag 2011 Virter 20112002
US Histaey Fall 2012 pring 2013
Spiing 115 180
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100-Point Scale

Each Keystone Exam s graded on 2 100-point scale, The chart below shows
the points assaciated with each performance level.

Basic

50-69

Advanced 80-100
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Test Format

Keystone Exam Questions:

v Includas multiple-choice quastions and constructed-respanse, or open-endad quastions.

*  Algebral and Biology: 60%-75% of the total score from multiplz-cholce quastions and,
25%-40% of tha total score from constructad-response questions

v English Compasition: 207 of the Lata) scora will come from mu!
constructzd-response quastions

!a-choles, 2nd £07% from

Keystone Exam Scoring:

+ Each correct multipte-chefca question Is worth one paint
+ Partisl eredit could ba givan on constructechresponse quastions, depending on the rubric

Keystone Exam Format:

*  Onlinz and papat/pandil formats availabla for 21l Keystona Exams
+  Eachdistrict will individually determine ifenline, paper/pancil ar both formats will be uted
+ Eachexam willtake approdmately 2 to 2.5 hours ta complata
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Retesting

Students can take the Keystone Exam up to 3 times per school year.

+ Students who don't score ‘proficient’ can retake the entire test or just the
module they didn't pass

+  Retesting scoring will be based on the highest module scores, soitisin the
best Interest of the student to retake the entire Keystone Exam

If a student has not achieved proficiency after 2 attempts, hefshe can
complete a project-based alternative to demonstrate hisfher knowledge In the
subject matter
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KEYSTONE EXAMS:
THE 33% OPTION
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V Keystone Exams

Adistrict may choosea to administer a state-davelopad Keystone Examin
cora subjacts that would sarve as the final exam and count for at least 33%

of the course grada,

Beginning with the graduating class of 2015, Keystone Exams are:
+ Administered at the end of the course

+  Counted for at least 1/3 of the overall course grade

*  Available for students to retake either in thelr entirety or Just a portion
(module) 3 times during the year: winter, spring, and summer
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DEMONSTRATION OF PROFICIENCY IN
MAIN SUBJECTS AS DETERMINED BY:

State-developed Keystone Exam Counting as at least 33% of
Course Grade

Studentsin the classes of 2015 and 2016 will demonstrate
proficlencyin with a final Keystone Exam in the following:

- Algebral

- Biology

- Literature

- English Composition

The Keystone Exam will count for one-third of the final course
grade,

-




For the classes of 2017 and beyond, requirements will
be expanded to include the following:

Passing 2 English courses (Composition and Literature)

Passing 2 Mathematics courses (Algebral, Algebra ll, or
Geometry)

Passing 1 Science course (Biology or Chemistry)

+  Passing 1 Social Studies course (Civics and Government, U.S.
History, or World History)

¢+ The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) recommends administeringthe
English Composition exam at the end of English 9 2nd Litzrature at the end of
English 10,
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THE STAND-ALONE
OPTION
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Stand-Alone Requirement

Some districts may choose to require praficiency on a Keystons Exam as a
stand-alons graduation requiremnent.

This allows:

+  District discretion on how towelgh the assessment In course grading
meaning that the 33 % welght Is not required,

*  Districts to be deemed appraved for validation requirements in a content area
withouthaving to undergo a local validation process.
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LOCAL ASSESSMENTS:
INDEPENDENTLY
VALIDATED
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Validation Requirements:

*  To meel the state graduation requirements all local assessments must:
- Alignwith state academic stardards
- Mestrigorous expactations, comparablza to those used for the Keystone Exams
= Be administerad to all students

Validation Cost Share:
For districts creating local assessments, the stata will provida:
- Technlcal assistanca tohalp mzet critaria
= Halfthe cost of the assessment validation

Validation Timeline:
A dztailed timelina will b= avaitabla on the SAS website (www pdesas org} Inspring
2011
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NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS:
AP/IB EXAMS
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AP/IB National Assessments

+ Advanced Flacemant (AP) ar International Baccalaureate (IB) exams can be
taken in place of a Keystone Exam or a locally developed assessment

*  Ahigh score on either exam in a related content area will fulfill the new
graduation requirements

The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) will release palicy guldance
regarding the minlmum score on each AP or 18 exam that will satisfy
graduation requirements
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V Project-Based Assessment

A student who does not achiava proficizncy on a Keystona Exam after 2
attempts will be eligiblz to complate a project-based assessment.

Projects will be:

¢ Aligned with Keystone Exam madules

+  Developed by the department and administered by school staff

+  Scored by reglonal panels of educators
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